
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Living This Advent resources are here: 

 

Attached to this e-newsletter please find the Week 3 Advent Faith 

Conversations.  I am also including the Las Posadas resources which 

you already received and is included in the links in the Living This 

Advent document.  Las Posadas begins on December 16th for those 

parishes/families who wish to participate.   

 

I am also including Spanish resources from Mayra Moriel de 

Banuelos for Advent.  Mayra and Jessica thought it best to provide 

resources from a Latino perspective rather than translating the 

resources provided by Kristi Quinlan.   

 

The Christmas resources will be available at the latest by December 21 and perhaps as early as 

December 18.  They will be sent to you directly once they are available.   

 

Thank you for all of you who have shared how the resources are being used.   

 

Hope in the Midst of the Storm Advent Retreat for Parish Catechetical Leaders session 2 

with Dr. Cheryl Fournier on Monday, December 14 at 10:00 am: 

 

The Diocese of Des Moines will be offering a 

three-part virtual Advent Retreat.  Each session 

is one hour.  Our Parish Catechetical 

Leadership Advent Retreat sessions are 

scheduled for December 14 and 21 at 10:00 am 

with retreat facilitation from Dr. Cheryl 

Fournier (12/14), Deacon Matt Halbach, Ph.D. 

(12/21).  A recording of session one can be 

found at this link. 

  

Please use the ZOOM link below for session 

two and three:   

Growing Disciples – Wednesday Wrap 

Glorifying God – Growing in Faith 

Living our Catholic Faith in the World  
December 9, 2020 Edition 

https://youtu.be/Bzl43Hh8pU4


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87919330663?pwd=YzFyU2xhQlliUmpkSzFjMW5tM0NZUT09  

 

Meeting ID: 879 1933 0663 

Passcode: fqKRR7 

 

Liturgy Training Publication (LTP) Virtual Workshops with the Diocese of Davenport –  

 

Rosina Hendrickson from the Davenport 

Diocese has invited us to attend the LTP Virtual 

Workshops this spring with them. 

 

They have three workshops designed for faith 

formation/youth ministry leaders, catechists, 

team members and clergy that are offered on 

Tuesday mornings from 10AM-11:30AM: 

 

 Teaching Your Students about Mass and Discipleship – January 26, 2021 

 Engaging Teenagers:  Building a Living Faith – February 23, 2021 

 Getting Your Students (and their Parents) to Engage with Mass during this Pandemic – 

March 23, 2021 

 

They are also offering three workshops for general parish life, pastoral councils, evangelization 

teams, ministry leaders, clergy and parishioners.  These are offered on Tuesday evenings from 

7PM-8:30PM: 

 

 Making Evangelization a Priority in Parish Life – January 12, 2021 

 Strengthening the Parish by Fostering Discipleship – February 9, 2021 

 The Hospitable Parish – March 9, 2021 

 

Details for these workshops can be found on The Diocese of Davemport website and registration 

is available online.  There is a cost for these workshops and it is $15 for registrations received by 

about 2 weeks prior to the date and $20 for registrations received during the last two weeks.  

Rosina is finishing flyers for all of the workshops this weekend and they will be posted on the 

Davenport Diocese website by Monday. 

 

For more information, contact Rosina Hendrickson 

 

Great Resources from the Virtual Learning Community at the University of Dayton: 

 

Patty Origer, diocesan coordinator for Persons with Disability Ministry, has been working on her 

Special Needs certification through the VLCFF process at the University of Dayton.  Her most 

recent class, Faith Formation for Adults with Special Needs, included the McGuire Memorial 

Awakening Spiritual Dimensions Prayer Services as a resource that can be used and shared.  

Patty has posted this to the Diocesan Website.  This is a good reminder that VLCFF sessions not 

only help each of us in formation for ministry, but also provide practical resources.     

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87919330663?pwd=YzFyU2xhQlliUmpkSzFjMW5tM0NZUT09
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/ff-workshops
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/ff-workshops
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/ff-workshops
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/ff-registration
mailto:Hendrickson@davenportdiocese.org
https://www.dmdiocese.org/resources/evangelization-catechesis/disability-ministry/faith-formation-disability-resources


A little bit about the Spiritual Awakenings Program – The McGuire 

Memorial Awakening Spiritual Dimensions: Catechesis and Prayer 

Services with Persons with Severe Disabilities offers a program and 

method whereby persons with severe intellectual and physical 

disabilities and their catechists are given the tools to awaken the Spirit 

of God within them and learn about the love of God for them.  The 

book begins with the purpose and methods used in the program to allow 

its participants to evoke and awaken the love and presence of God 

during a time of catechesis and prayer. It is a sensory-based program of 

learning allowing the person with a disability to experience a sense of 

the sacred by way of sight, sounds, aroma, and symbols. The sessions 

are brief and composed of prayer, scripture, a lesson and a simple written activity.  The cost of 

the book is $34.00 and there is a link for purchase.   

 

December Important Dates: 

 December 9 – Saint Juan Diego 

 December 12 – Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 December 13 – Saint Lucy 

 December 15 – Saint Virginia Centurione Bracelli 

 December 17 – Pope Francis’ Birthday and Saint Hildegard of Bingen 

 December 25 – Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 

o Blessing of a Christmas Tree 

o Blessing of a Christmas Manger or Nativity Scene 

o Classic Christmas Movies 

 December 26 – Saint Stephen 

 December 27 – Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

 December 28 – The Holy Innocents 

 December 29 – Saint Thomas Becket 

 

Have a great week!  Thank you for your leadership. 

 

 

https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/blessing-of-a-christmas-tree/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/blessing-of-the-family-creche/
https://catholiccurrent.org/living-the-faith/classic-christmas-movies/

